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International Trade Theory, 7.5 credits 

 

Lärandemål 

On completion of the course the student will be able to:
 

Kunskap och förståelse

1. describe the welfare effects and trade patterns arising when a country

opens up for trade according to different trade models, including the Ricardian model, the

Heckscher-Ohlin model, the Specific-Factors Model, and models based on economies of scale.

2. explain how factors of production will move internationally and within a country between

industries if allowed to do so.

3. match theoretical predictions with empirical findings in international trade, e.g. the

Leontief Paradox.
 

Färdighet och förmåga

4. apply abstract theorising in an appropriate theoretical framework to consider the essential

issues in a variety of economic problems in international trade.

5. apply economic concepts that have a broad use for decision making (for example opportunity

cost, equilibrium, disequilibrium, incentives, strategic thinking, the possible gains from

voluntary exchange, and the relevance of marginal considerations) in the context of international

trade theory.

6. critically discuss matters, questions, and situations in international trade, including the results

of policy changes or other exogenous events, with rigorous argumentation for discussion (for

example, critically discuss what happens to a country's welfare when tariffs increase).

7. explain ideas and solve problems in international trade theory using graphical, tabular,

algebraic, and calculus-based techniques.
 

Värderingsförmåga och förhållningssätt

8. analyse the effect of trade policies on the welfare of different groups in society.
 

Innehåll 
The aim of the course is to provide the student with basic knowledge and skills in international
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trade theory. The course helps the student understand the theoretical basis for the following
issues: the gains from trade, how patterns of trade are determined, the effect of growth on trade,
and the impact of various trade policies. The course also helps the student consider how trade
theory may be applied to various real-world issues.
Important elements of the course include the following:

Comparative advantage and the Ricardian Model,
Income distribution and the Specific Factors Model,
The resource endowment basis for trade patterns and the Heckscher-Ohlin Model,
Terms of trade and its determinants,
The effect of growth on trade,
The inclusion of economies of scale and imperfect competition in international trade
theory,
The impact on trade of various international institutions and agreements on trade, such as
the EU, NAFTA, GATT, and WTO.

 
Connection to Research and Practice 
The course provides an overview of the theoretical literature on trade theory referring to various
articles published in leading academic journals. This literature is, in addition, complemented by
recent empirical studies measuring the causal effects of changes in trade policies around the
world. The provided literature will help students to gain first insights into economic research.
Since trade implies general welfare benefits but can also lead to large redistribution between
countries and within a country, trade policies are highly relevant. We will apply the theories, that
are discussed in the course, to evaluate past and recent trade policies.
 

Undervisningsformer 

Lectures and exercise sessions based on homework assignments

 
Undervisningen bedrivs på engelska.
 

Förkunskapskrav

General entry requirements and 15 credits in Business Administration or Economics including

Microeconomics (or the equivalent).
 

Examination och betyg
Kursen bedöms med betygen A, B, C, D, E, FX eller F.
 
Individual written exam (ILOs: 1-5, 7, 8) representing 6.5 credits.

Group assignment (ILO: 6) representing 1 credit.
 

Poängregistrering av examinationen för kursen sker enligt följande system:

1 All parts of the compulsory examination in the course must be passed with a passing grade (A-E ) before a final grade can be set.

The final grade of the course is determined by the sum total of points for all parts of the examination in the course (0-100 points).

Examinationsmoment Omfattning Betyg

Individual written exam1 6,5 hp A/B/C/D/E/FX/F

Group assignment1 1 hp U/G
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Grade is set in accordance to JIBS grading policy.
 

Kursvärdering

It is the responsibility of the examiner to ensure that each course is evaluated. At the outset of

the course, the programme evaluators in the course must be contacted. In the middle of the

course, the examiner should meet the programme evaluators to identify strengths/weaknesses in

the first half of the course.

 

At the end of the course, the examiner should remind students to fill in the survey. The examiner

should also call a meeting with the programme evaluators to debrief the course, based on course

evaluation data and comments. The next time the course runs, students should be informed of

any measures taken to improve the course based on the previous course evaluations.

 

At the end of each study period, JIBS’ Director of Quality and Accreditation crafts a “Course

Evaluation Quarter Report”, presenting the quantitative results from course evaluation surveys.

The Associate Dean of Education, The Associate Deans of Faculty, Programme Directors, and

JSA President and Quality receive the report.
 

Övrigt
Academic integrity 
JIBS students are expected to maintain a strong academic integrity. This implies to behave
within the boundaries of academic rules and expectations relating to all types of teaching and
examination.
 
Copying someone else’s work is a particularly serious offence and can lead to disciplinary action.
When you copy someone else’s work, you are plagiarising. You must not copy sections of work
(such as paragraphs, diagrams, tables and words) from any other person, including another
student or any other author. Cutting and pasting is a clear example of plagiarism. There is a
workshop and online resources to assist you in not plagiarising called the Interactive Anti-
Plagiarism Guide.
 
Other forms of breaking academic integrity include (but are not limited to) adding your name to
a project you did not work on (or allowing someone to add their name), cheating on an
examination, helping other students to cheat and submitting other students work as your own,
and using non-allowed electronic equipment during an examination. All of these make you liable
to disciplinary action.
 

Kurslitteratur
 

Litteratur

Krugman, P. R., Obstfeld, M., and Melitz, M. International Economics: Theory and Policy,
Tenth edition (2015) or later edition. New York: Addison-Wesley. ISBN-13: 978-1-292-
01955-0 or ISBN-10:1-292-01955-0, Chapter 1-12, pp. 1-344 and 745-758.
Supplementary material may be used.
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